Candidates’ Performance

Principles of Question Design

The assessment of this subject is based on the Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessmep, Guig

4-6). According to the Guide, ‘the curriculum aims at integrating, applying, consolidating gpq 1 (

foundational knowledge of every student through studying a range of contemporary issues i diﬂ‘bmad"ﬁn
in

/

(Section 2.1). Questions in the public examination of Liberal Stut!ies are designed acco, cong“'e
principles of being issue-driven and assessing candidates’ thinking skills, such as thejr ability ¢, (¢ ‘Viul:n"

' o

solve problems, make sound judgements and conclusions and provide suggestions, using muhip)e Y%
creativity and appropriate thinking skills’, and to apply ‘relevant knowledge and Concepts toe :
issues’ (Section 5.3). com,.m
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Questions in Paper 1 provide data about contemporary issues in various forms, such as tables of §

cartoons and texts, to provide candidates with contexts for analysis in answering Questions, papquurm,

stimulus materials, requires candidates to draw on a more extensive range of knowledge anqg ts Whig
“P to 4:

issues in depth. du%
The public examination aims at assessing candidates’ thinking skills and their ability to apply

and concepts they have learnt in the curriculum. The assessment objectives related to the public ¢ . lﬁhowled
broadly reflected in its various assessment items and question papers. Candidates neeq to xam'“atio,, :‘
knowledge and concepts when making Jjudgements about issues. The examination does ot ajn Ply rele‘,an";
factual knowledge and a key assessment requirement is candidates’ ability to transfer thejr skillg & a&eg,in
acquired from learning to the task of analysing a variety of contemporary issues. .l °°“¢cp§
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Paper1
Question Number Performance in General
1 Fair
2 Satisfactory
3 Weak

Question 1 (a) Most candidates were able to analyse the data, draw on ang elaborage
conclusions about the flow of volunteers based on the Human Developmep I:; 0
eX

explaining the flow of volunteers within the United Nations Volunteer by
programmes. Some candidates also applied the concepts of ‘developed COunm.a{NV)
‘developing countries’ when applying the Human Developmen; Index es
candidates cited the numbers of volunteers in the source to support their conél :
Some candidates unnecessarily provided an explanation for the flow, which wal;SIons.
requirement of the question. Doty

(b)  Most candidates were able to identify some difficulties that volunteers from K
Kong might face when participating in international volunteer programmes, Howe‘?g
some candidates just copied some relevant content from the sources and gave veer,
brief explanations. Stronger candidates were able to fully address the question b
further generalising the difficulties into challenges, taking into consideration the role}s’
of volunteers, the contexts of the places receiving voluntary services and the
constraints facing Hong Kong volunteers. '
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It seems that the majority of candidates did not completely understand the question,
or the sources, so they

failed to address its requirements in answering the question.
They only cited the sources to explain the difference in the content of the financial
compensation schemes for organ donation in the two places. Stronger candidates
were able to analyse the sources, compare the outcomes of the introduction of
financial compensation in the two places, such as the numbers waiting for donation
in the two countries, and explain the possible reason for the difference.

The majority of candidates were unable to present the two controversies afising from
the provision of financial compensation to living organ donors. Most candndate§ were

only able to discuss the pros and cons of the provision of .such compensation or
explain the opinions of different stakeholders. To address this question, cfandldate,s
had to understand the sources and generalise them, using concepts like ‘markets )
‘ethics’ and ‘human rights’ to derive explanations such as the damage to donc.xrsl
health caused by the marketisation of organ donation, .the unethica

commercialisation of the organ trade and equal human rights for t.he nch‘and the poor.
Only a small number of candidates were able to grasp the meaning of ‘controversy

and discuss the relevant value-judgements.
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